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Delivered before the Black River Association of 
Universalists at Rutland, Jefferson Co. N. Y. | 


June, 1829. 

[Norz.—The following sermon, pernaps exhibits 
the outlines of that peculiar system, for which the au- 
thour hus received the censure of his brethren, more 
clearly than any other he has published. It hus been 
delivered in several places and has been equally prais- 
ed and censured, Though hastily written aod very 
imperfect as a composition, we yield to the pressing re~ 
quest of both friends aud enemies to insert it in the Ad- 
voeate. Whatever may be its character for piely, we 
are conscious its morality cannot be censured, and if it 
should be supposed deficient in directions to ensure 
Heaven hereafter, no man of common sense can doubt 
the efficacy of its principles, if obeyed, in making man- 
kind happy on earth. 0.A.B. 

“ The foolishness of man perverteth his way and bis 
heart fretteth against the Lord.”—Prov. xix. 3. 

There is nothing more common than for men 
wher in affliction, to murmur against Provi- 
dence and to charge their sufferings to the Al- 
mighty. . Suffering, pain, anxiety or distress of 
some kind or other, has been the common lot ; 
and that the miseries the human race are com- 
pelled to endure, are many and heavy to be 
borne, no man of feeling can dispute. So gen- 
eral is the conviction, th 
sorrow, that not a few have Supposed it a vast 
Purgatory, in which we are punished for sins 


his is a world of | 


wretchedness to which life is subject?” No 
indeed are we to consider it utrange, that when. - 
| we find all our fond built hopes ieoroyel,. 
| our bright, and brightesiing : 
| blasted by some unforeseen event—when we 
| havestoiled, exposed to the burning rays of a, 
| noon day sun, and amid the chill damps of eye- 
ning, all is rendered vain by some conti 
which we could neither foresee nor present—ait 
pis not strange that in these salen none 
' heart is pained and the soul full itterness, 
| men should murmur at their lot and think Prt. 
| vidence less kind than he might be. 

Though this murmuring is often 
on us as a crime, I am far from bl | 
sometimes feeling his lot is hard he 
has little for which he should be thankful.. It 
is easy for those who have never — 
| whose hopes have never proved deceitful, 
| whose hearts have never been involyed-in,the 
| ten thousand “ills which flesh is heir te” 
| it is easy for such as these to rail against Tim 
| who is not wholly resigned, who cannot see 
| the hand.of kindness in what he endures, . But 
| a superfieia).view of life, and a superficial yew 
| is nearly all that most men can take, will in 
some measure justify complaints and render him 
not criminal who cannot feel, wholly resigned 
to what he suffers. : 

I would always recommend resignation # © 
those evils which are proved to be una’ > 
but resignation, to the extent most religi 
carry it, cannot be too earnestly deprecated.— 
Had I the toothache, and Sonu unable to re- 
move it by any skill of the dentist, I might, 
| perhaps try to be resigned. But were I T- 
| Ing the rage of penury, instead of being resign- 
| ed, instead of thanking God for my wretched-. 





committed by our souls in some other mode of | ness, I should endeavour to remove it by my 


existence. 
history of the past, and close observation of the 
present, will establish the position of our text, 
that “the foolishness of mia rverteth his 
way and his heart fretteth the Lerd.” 
There are few studies more profitable than 
those which have for their object, acquaintance 
with the cause of our sufferings and the means 
by which they are to be removed. Placed as 
we are here, surrounded by so much that is 
painful, exposed on every hand to a thousand 
angers, ignorant of our best interests, and of 
the means by hur it can be heer Wwe are 
not to be surprised. at the universal enquiry, 
“whence ane the ee ia often sderavated 


> 


owever this may be a cageful | industry in some useful calling. 


There is nothing more injurious to society or 
detrimental to dhe weliena of individuals, than 
the doctrine which teaches every thing is from , 
God, that it is our duty to submit to be resign- 
ed. Without calling in question in this place. 
the truth of the position every thing comes from 
God, we may remark the injunction is in the 
first place generally impractible. Lacerated by 
want, despoiled by the injustice of a fellow be- 
ing, racked with pain and disease, it is scaree-. 
ly in the power of hima who deserves the name 
of man, to be resigned. We may ae ate, 
our tongues may pronounce the watch-word of 





‘the party and swear fealty to the doctrine, but 
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the heart.does, and will rebel. Who, when 
stretclied upon a bed of sickness, when draw- 
ing near to the grave, when filled with the aw- 
ful forebodings of what may be——iife eternal or 
sleep without end—dves not wish his pain re- 
moved and his existence prolonged ? 
* For who to dumb forgetfulness « prey, 
This pleasing, anxious being ere resigned, 
Left the warm precincts of the cheertul day, 
“© Nor cast one longing, ling’ring look behind?” 
“Men can endure, they often endure much 
with firmness, without uttering the least com- 
plaint, but none love pain, nore can feel con- 
tented to dwell in the midst of wretchedness. 

The injunction is not only impracticable but 
every attempt to obey it is attended with con- 
sequences deeply pervicious. Go tell man, 
miserable man, that it is his duty to be resign- 
ed whatever be his lot—tell him that to com- 
plain, is to rebel against Heaven, and you -, 
alyze all the energies of his mind, instead of 
arousing his soul, arming him against the ills 
he endures stimulating him to remove them by 
some” powerful effort, you lull him to apathy, 
and perpetuate what you ought to destroy.— 
Man should be an active being. He is not pla- 
ced here to endure evil without murmur or ex- 
ertion. His forture is placed in his own hands ; 
and if he will exert himself he may make life 
comfortable, if not perfectly happy he may ap- 
proximate a better condition. 

Whoever will look at the common notions on 
this. subject may without any deep philosophi- 
cal research, readily divine their origin. They 
are but the tools of the priest and of the despot, 
invented top aid them in their attempts to domi- 
neer over men, to rob them of their possessions, 
by teachingithem subjection. All power was 
sajd to be of God ; to resist them was to rebel 

inst God. Hence the tyrant sat secure on 

e of oppression and blood. If the peo- 

plé‘suffered they were told it was the will of 

God they should suffer, and as they expected 

his blessing they must submit and if they would 

be'gertain of his favour they must be perfectly 
resignéd. 

I dislike such notions. They lead to imbe- 
cility of mind and to feebleness of exertion. I 
would rather magnify the evils we suffer— 
would paint them in the most vivid colours, 
that I might wake every energy of the mind, 
create‘ a ‘universal enquiry, and prompt every 
one to the highest degree of action. 1 dislike 

s of submission. I have found my high- 
est felicity in being active, the same I believe 
is true‘of all. The constitution of every one is 
foy'action, and would I could persuade all that 
indolence is a curse they cannot too scrupulous- 
ly deprecate, and that to try to submit to every 
untoward event is the surest means to perpetu- 
ate'the misery we ought to remove. 

But theugh I condemn the common doctrine 
of submission and resignation I am far from jus- 
tifying complaints against Heaven, far indeed | 





from saying our sufferings come from God, and 
that we have reason to complain of the dispen- 
sations of his providence. It is not to God we 
are {o ascribe our misfortunes. “ The foolish- 
ness of man perverteth his way and his heart 
fretteth against the Lord.”? To make this ap- 
parent let us look at life, ask of experience and 
be instructed by facts. Perhaps we shall per- 
ceive the evils of which we complair, may be 
traced to some imperfection in ourselves, to the 
imperfectly organized society in which we live, 
and to the ignorance and pernicious habits 
which belong to us as individuals. 

Look into private life, do you hear one com- 
plain of poverty, bemoan his hard lot and ex- 
claim against the partiality of God who has made 
such inequality among his children? Look at 
tiis poor man, whose family is suffering all the 
rage of the most abject want. How came he 
poor? Can you not trace the cause to his mis- 
spent hours? To his intemperance ? To his 
imprudence ? Or to the rapacity of others? 
What has the Lord to do with this? Does he 
make one man an idler, another industrious? 
One economical, avotber profligate ? You need 
not look se far. ‘The cause is nearer home. 

Mark that man. He is honest, upright and 
industrious. He is prosperous. He is respect- 
ed. He fills places of trust, of honour and emol- 
ument. His children are trained to paths of 
usefulness and respectaLility. His houses and 
lands increase. He lives in the midst of plen- 
ty. Look again. Pass by his ficlds, the en- 
closures are broken down, the fences are remo- 
ved, weeds infest the ground— briars and thorns 
grow unmolested, where once flourished what 
sustained life. Mark his house, its shattercd 
condition—enter the onée abode of felicity, 
look at that sorrowing female, balf femished, 
brooding over her blasted hopes and the ruin of 
all that was to her lovely or desirable—look 
at her half naked and half starved children, 
calling in vain for a father’s care. Has God 
done this? Has he reduced that family ? Made 
that wife wretched ? and those children worse 
than fatherless? Pai8s by to the tavern or the 
grocery, there sits the wretch carousing with 
the vilest, there the author of their misfortunes. 
His bloated face, his broken constitution and 
squalid angedt, reveal the cause. “ He put an 
enemy in his mouth to steal away his brain.” 
His intemperance, his neglect of his affairs have 
wrought the change and sunk him so low. No 
need of ascribing it to God. No need of say-. 
ing Heaven made his wife and children wretch- 
ed, twas caused by the foolishness of man. 

Was that a man of wealth? Is his family now 
in want? Is the wife compelled to pine im se- 
cret, to feel the keen anguish which only wo- 
man can feel? Are his children doomed to grow 
up companions for the vilest? To become the 
inmates of a prison or the victims of a gallows ? 
Look at the gambling table—there you may 
find the divinity that entails his curse; there 
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you may see the curse of his rein. In the | bles to pieces and is lost in barbarism and. 


haunts of dissipation he frequeiits, you may find 
the god who sports with human happiness, 


' wretehcdness. Not by a malediction from God), - 


nor by any unfriendlyness of Providence, ot 


who blasted this man’s character aud fortunes, | sternness of fate, but by the natural operation 
and dearer than all, the peace und character of | of those principles by which all things are gov- 
his family, and caused the vast amouut of sor- | cerned. 


row. 

I need not enlarge, 1 might exhibit examples 
of injustice, of traud &c. but it is not necessary. 
The principle is the same wherever found.—— 
Our external condition depends chiefly upon 
oursglves. Not indeed wholly upon our indi- 
vidual exertions, but always cither upon them 
or upon those of the society with which we are 
connected. Our own fooiishness perverteth our 
way. We need not therefore arraign heaven 
with our misfortunes. Does God make the 
dronkard, the gambler, the debauchee, the 
knave and the murderer? No, breathe not the 
thought; it is man’s indiscretion, man’s own 
folly. 

Btend your views from individuals, from 
private families to states and empires, and you 
nay recognize the same principle. Do you 
weep over the ruins of nations which have 
been? Does your heart sink within you as you 
ask whither has fled the glory of states and em- 
pires so renowned in ancient story? Do you ask 
where is the industry, activity and wealth of 
Egypt, the commerce of Tyre, the refinement 
of Greece, the haughty greatness of Rome, once 
mistress of the world ? Do you hear the night- 
bird flap his shaggy wings over the fallen col- 
onnades and moss grown temples of Tadmour, 
the dismal owl call to his fellow, and do you 
see the beast of prey prowl where stood Baby- 
lon, Balbeck an other cities which so proudly 
shone in oriental climes? Do you wander 
among the ruins of art and look in vain for a 
thriving and happy population ? Do you sit in 
solitude where once arose the joyous din of 
gladdened courts? What see you in all this? 
The hand of God? or do you not rather recog- 
nize it as the work of man ? 

If you will be at the paing.to look closely at 
the rise and fall of nations, ¥. will find that 
their prosperity and their decline may alike be 
attributed to human agency. When a nation 
obeys the simple laws of nature, maintains strict 
justice in its internal and external affairs, when 
it allows free scope to individual enterprise, 
and encourages industry and integrity in its 
citizens, it prospers. But,when vice is allow- 
ed to creep into its councils, when the courts 
become corrupt, the administration of justice 
entrusted io unskilful, or to dishonest hands, 
when a thirst for dominion takes possession of 
its government, when inequality is produced 


ig the citizens, when oppression on one, 


hand and slavery on the other, or one part en- 
slaved by luxury and effeminacy, and the oth- 
er by poverty and want, the nation falls.” ‘The 
virtnies Which raised it are no more; the batids 
which cemented it are broken; it ‘falls, crum- 





Wili you tell me the bible reads a different 


| story, thet the word of God declares it is Jeho- 


vah who setteth up kings and pulleth them 

down, that it is he who causes the nation to 

rise or to fall ? Thus I know the bible teaches 

but it is in a refined or metaphysical sense en- 

tirely different from the one in which am new 

treating the subject. ‘The bible declares God’ 
is good, and who does not know goodness can- 

not be the authour of evil when it has the pow- 

er to prevent ? 

If you will look into the mind, at that inter- 
nal anguish we fecl, at the fire which consumes 
the brain and ries up all the sources of joy, 
you may test the same principle and find allie 
by “ the foolishness of man.” 

Must we attribute our mental agonies to God ? 
or not rather to ourselves ? Let us look closely, 
perhaps we have fostered some bad principle, 
nourished with more than maternal fondness, 
some favourite notion, which has corrupted the 
heart, we may have performed some act which 
now returns with remorse, poisons the soul and 
darts the keenest pangs through all the inner 
man. Perhaps if we retrospect our lives with 
impartiality, we shall be convinced, the cause 
of our uneasiness is not seated in the distant 
heavens, nor {olged in the bosom of the divin- 
ity, but in our own bosoms, in our “ foolishness 
which perverteth our way.” Let us then cease 
to fret against the Lord, and let us.too, césge 
preaching submission and resignation, let vs 
instead of weeping over our miseries, “by tas 
king arms end them.” # 

We are not to suppose God will, for ont 
sakes; reverse the laws which he established, 
om the morn of creation, for the government of. 
the world. The laws are lastingSts the exint= 
ence of Jehovah, and as unchangeable in theit 
operation as his own immutability. It is for us 
to find out those which Icad to our felicity and 
toobey them. Instead of sitting down with the 
dupes of priest#,'and supinely waiting for some 
divinity to interfere in our behalf, instead of 
wasting our time and strength.in praying some 
invisible being to suspend the laws of nature, 
we should learn ourselves, learn our own 
strength, and rely on our'own powers. Call 
this want of reverence, call it blasphemy, call 
it defiance ‘of Heaven, call it what you please, 
it is a truth attested by all past experience, and 
proclaimed by heaven and earth, that man will 
never be universally happy, in this world, until 
he is convinced he mustrety'on himself, and de- 
pend on his own exertions’ for his pr ly. 

I know what your rs tell you; ‘Lknow: 
they‘ labour to destroy all self-confidence; I 
know they would’ make you despise yoursefv¢s, 
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believe you are nothing, can do nothing ; I | try, honesty and faithfulness in our several call- 
know too, they do this under pretence of honor- | ings. 
ing God, but little thanks will God give them! Would mankind be happy, Jet the idler for- 
for such honour, and little do they care for the | sake his idieness, the trifler his trifleéj he 
honour of God if they can be well fed and cloth- | drunkard his cups, the gambler his tables and 
ed themselves. They might be right in refer- | his dissolute companions, the dissipated. the 





ence to another world. ‘They design their in- | 
structions for a world unknownto me. I shall | 
not say they ere wrong. If they design their | 
instrvetions for that world, it is well. Let them | 
go ‘and preach to its inhabitants, we do not | 
want them here, It will be time enough to at- | 
tend to the concerns of another world when we | 
learn what those concerns are, and when we | 
Decome interested in them. At present we be- | 
long to the earth, to which I aim to adupt my | 
instructions, and I think it would be well if all 
would do the same. ‘ 

But, to honour God! Who shall honour Je- | 
hovah? Has he entrusted the keeping of his | 
honour to us, to such weak creatures as we are ? 
If he has, he has had little regard for his hon- 
our for it is most certainly in poor hands. But 
how shall.we honour God? Shall the farmer 
honour him by falling upon his knees and pour- 
ing forth a prayer, while the weeds infest his 
garden and his fields lie waste, overgrown with 
thistles and thorns? Shall he honour God by 
neglecting to cultivate the earth, to reise suste- 


nance for himself and family? By living in poy- | 


erty, in abject want, and ascribing all he suf- 
fers to the Providence of God? Priests may say 
so. Fools may believe so. I cannot. If we 
neglect the means of happiness, we must charze 
ourselves with the misery,which follows. 

1 hate the common doctrine on this head.— 
The priest, with all the gloom of the grave-yard, 
comes forward mid sighs, tears, and groans, de- 
ploring the misery which prevails. He teach- 
esall is owing to-sin, but sin he says we can- 
not remove, though we deserve @ndless damna- 
tion’ if we donot. We must pray to God, we 
must not presume to do ought in our owp 
strength. wy brethren, the biggest knaves in 
the world are often praying knaves. I would 


- be grateful to my God for the existence he has 


given me, for the world in which he has placed 
me, for the means of happiness which he has 
put within my reach, and for fhe hopes he has 
vouchsafed me, but I cannot importune him to 
bless me in my laziness, or to make me happy 
in my foolishness. ; 
Look. at thisdoctrine—you are a farmer.— 
Beware, P h not your ground, ‘scatter no 
seeds in the furrowed earth, but go to prayer, 
y the Lord to bless you in your “ basket and 
in your store,” and to give you your daily bread, 
how much grain, think ye, you*would raise ? 
Let the mechanick forsake his'shep, the mer- 
chant his goods, =e his entployment, all 
go to the misnamed .house of God, how long 
would they find bread and wine enough to eel- 
ebrate the Lord’s supper? Let us be devotion- 
al, but let us show our devotion by our indne- 


haunts of dissipation, the fool his folly, the 
knave his injustice, the infidel his faithlessuess, 
the evil his wickedness, the learned his pedan- 
try, and let all engage in the acquisition of use- 
ful knowledge, and in some branch of produc- 
tive industry; evil shall then disappear, mise- 
ry cease, universal siicominesmpereny and 
earth reflect the image of the Paradise of God. 

My brethren, I havc now presented you. my 
thoughts. God is good, no evil comes from him. 


| Man is.imperfect, ignorant, foolish and wicked, 
' henee the origin of misery. 


God is right but 
man is wrong. Man is then the being to be 
corrected; he is the authour of his own suffer- 
ings, let him reform, and he may be heppy— 
Let him continue inactive or depending on 
some invisible power to reform him, and his 
misery may remain. Awake then, O man! 
learn to depend on thyself, as thou hast caused 
thine own misery look to thyself for its remo- 
val, and exert thyself without delay, and God 
will bless thy exertions. 
ADVOCATE AND INVESTIGATOR. 
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A GOSPEL CREED, 

Sometime since |] published ** my creed,” and su fur 
| as | can learn, contrary.to all my expectations, every 
body liked it, only some thouglit it did not go far 
enough. That creed, I considered necessary for every 
one to believe; the one | am now about to present my 
readers, isa matter of opinion ; om which every oue 
| may exercise his own judgement, believe or rejectyand 
| still, for ought I know, bea good"man. I do not con- 
| sider myself any better, merely because L believe it, 
nor do | believe any one any the worse because he does 
| not believe ; though it is my opinion, that its tendency 
| will be the produatign of good feeling and an inerease 
| Of enjoyment. My’reasons for writing it are ¢o grati- 
fy a cluss of readers, who are anxious to know what a 
man believes, and also to remove a complaint made to 
mé@eby a valuuble brother in the ministry, viz. that | 
| do not let what I aim at be known. 
| I. The Gospel, according to my view of it, recog- 
| nizes the existence of one God and of only one, who 
is the prime mover of @# things, whose will hus estab- 
lished the laws of nature, whose moral character is im- 
partial justice, based upon universal goodvess and infi- 
nite mercy, 

Il. This"God exhibits, in the government of the 
world, wisdom to admire and goodness to adore; that 
all which is necessary for us to know of his power and 
Godhead, is instampted on his works and maybe reac, 
in his word, ; ot 1K 

Hk./ A particular display of divineJove and merey, is 
recorded it-the writings of the New Testament—« 
6 % 
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an 
display made byJesus of Nenireth; ib ve greatest and best | 
Reformer evéfVouchsalfed us by Heaven. 

IVs The 6bject of Tesus, (or of God in raising him 
up.) was to'fetorm the world. Not to appease the an- 
ger of God, not'to make an expiatory <ucrifice to ren- 
der God propitious, but to lead men to repentance or 
reformation. — 

V. The means used to effect this reforn. tion are the 
example, the precepts, the sufferings, the doctrine and 
the death, of Jests'Christ. "These operate in a natu- 


ral Way, sume as a good example to follow and a cor- | 


rect faith, tends to purify the heart and lead to the 
practice of virtue. They operate not irresistibly but 
persuasively, do hot compel us to be gootl but entice 
uf to virtue, ~ 

VI. That no man will be sentenced to endless mise- 
ry and that no ene shall-be doomed fo endure more 
misery than nxturally grows out of his physical and 
moral condition. iz a Sedtving of the Gospel. Yet this 
misery all must endure, and their only hope of relief 


is ia the improvement of their condition, which im- | 


provement it is the duty and interest of all to effect.— 
Deity forgives us past offences, gives us motives to re- 
formation and exhorts us to reform, but Deity does not 
reform for us, we must effect this ourselves. The 
means are given us and if we do nut use them the 
fault is ours. 

VIL That all will finally become holy see:as highly | 
probable, Though some consider this point positively 
settled, yet as one class of these consijer a part will 
never become holy, and the other are positive that all 


will, I deem it a matternot positively decided,{ should | 


consider the salvation of all men as an inferential doc- 
trine, rather than us one positively taught. | infer it 
from the goodness of God and the perfection towards 


which all his works tend, which makes it almost cer- | 
tain that in their progressive operations the period | 


will come when man will cease his folly and learn to 
pursue virtue as his chief good, It is also inferred 
from the fact that the goodness of God has made hap- 
piness possible to all, giving all the means of procuring 
it, and it would be absurd to say God will ever take 
them away, if they always remain we shiall some time 
or other learn to use them. 

Vill, Endless misery ie no Gospel doctrine, Annihi- 


lation is no part of philosophy, and to suppose a total | 
unconsciousness of being to dit through eternity is not | 


reconciliable with the resutrection of all as taught by 
all the new testament writers. Hence my opinion is 


that all mankind will by some process or other, not | 


known to me, pass from this state of being to another 
analagous to it. As man is a progressive being here, 
as his happiness is generally in proportion to his know- 
ledge and active virtue, so I couclude it wil! be here- 
after. And though my heaven has not so much im- 
mediate felicity as the Universalist supposes neither 
has it the misery of the orthodox hell. 

I do not like the notion of teaching men they may 
sin all their lives and be equally happy at death with 
the most virtuous. I do not say this because I think 
it would be any loss to the virtuous, nor because I am 


ue unwilling the wicked should fare so well, God forbid 


| that | should ever envy any oue the small pittance of 
heppiness he may obtain. But the order of the divine 
government seems to be on different principles, and 
moreover such u sentiment does not seem to place the 
rewards ofvirtae in a light sufficiently clear to urrest 
the attention of the thoughtless and the careless. The 
rewards of virtue are permanent and lasting, and to 
have a goud moral effect man ought to be taught the 
; road to happiness lies only through the practice of 
} moral goodness, As I am ble to perceive any 
thing in death which can work a moral change any 
| farther than a change of some physical properties may 
change the directious of the passions, 1 conclude our 
| happiness in another world will be proportioned. to 
| our moral goodness, and | know no better criterion by 
‘which to determine that moral goodness on entériiy 
| that world than by measuring the degree of improve- 
ment with which we left this. : 
We cali a vicious man miserable. [tis so in this 
world and I conclade it will be, so long as he retains 
his vicious character, whether in this world or in the 
next. ‘Tis makes the restraint of vice clear and pow- 
erful. It comes “home to men’s bosoms and business,” 
and deters us by every consideration which can influ- 
ence the mind. Heaven and hell are nat considered 
local dwellings but mere states of the mind, both are 
| felt in a ceriain degree here, and both for ought I know 
| may be felt hereafter. 
| ‘These notions make the other world ene with which 











we can have some sympathy. If you wil) tell me of 
another world, tell me something tangible to the mind, 
something which I can feel. The vague report of a 
| sang eternal sounding upon golden harps, may be very 
pleasing to those whe love musick. But an idle song 
may loose its charms and it isa thousand times more 
pleasing to ty mind to contemplate the future world 
as a scene of active virtae, where all the kind and be- 
; nevoleut feelings of the heart may be exercised, where 
we may do good to each other and employ our leisure 
and our new faculties in examining the works of our 
Creator. But enough for the present. This article 
contains matter for much future speculation, Myrea- 
ders will pardon me for troubling them with my no- 
| tions about an invisible world. I do not often trou- 
' ble them thus, and they must view this weakness, if 
such they will call it, with an indulgent eye, 

I have now presented my speculitive creed and I 
| know enough of human nature to know it will be read 
with interest, and enough of sectarism to know it will 
be most grievously censured. It will suit neither or- 
| thodex nor heterodox, for by pursuing a middle coarse 
| adopting the excellences of all, none will find their ow" 
peculiarities flattering, none of their dear propensities 
retained, I deprecate no censure, For thé gratifiea- 
tion of some | have given my opinion, all may makeas _ 
much of it as they can, believe it or not is the same te 
me. : ‘ 
—_—_—_—K—K—X—X—XFFFPa—EeEE—EeE—EE—EEE 

SELECTIONS. . 

We select the following from the Eastern Chronicle 
a paper published in Maine. The individual of whom 
it gives an account, we have never beard of before, 
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but the leszon is instructive. We have drawn our 
moral from it, let our readers do the same for them- 
selves.—Ep. Gos. Anv. 

HENRY M’CAUSLAND. 

Almost every one, we suppose has heard of 
‘¢ old M’ Causland,” the veteran prisoner, who, 
for thirty five long years, has been confined in 
a solitary cell in the county jail at Augusta. 
Many, too—very many, prompted by curiosity, 
have looked through his iron grates, and be- 
holding the stately form, grave countenance 
and long white beard of him who has not seen 
the sun nor an object in the world without for 
more than one generation, have listened to the 
simple, well committed story of the tragical 
cireumstances which brought him there. They 
will see him no more. The old man is gone. 
His body has at length left the dark, damp 
dungeon in which he had been immured for 
more than a third of a century, and death has 
kindly set his spirit free forever. He died on 
Friday, the 21st ult. aged 70 years. 

The circumstances that cut him off forever 
ftom. the society of man, and that consigned 
jim to prison for life, were peculiar, and go far 
to show how mistaken views of religious duty 
smay sometimes drive people to the most shock- 
ing extremes. M’Causland was an inhabitant 
of this town at the time ot his imprisonment. 
His devotion to religion, or what was then, and 
perhaps now is, by some, considered teligion, 

rated so powerfully upon some peculiar pas- 
gion, as to render him on that subject partially 
4nsane. On all other subjects, except religion, 
he was, and to his death remained, perfectly 
tational. Instances, we believe, are on record, 
of similar mental alienation confined to subjects 
operating on other passions of the mind. In 
this state of religious fanaticism, he imagined 
that he was called of God to make a burnt of- 
fering and u sacrifice. For a time he struggled 
against this fancied, but as it appeared to him, 
veal, divine command. At length, however, 
he yielded under the persuasion that he should 
obey God rather than man. Iu the execution 
of bis supposed duty, he set fire to the Church 
in this place, which was consumed. This was 
his ** burnt offering.” In his conflict with the 
Spirit.as to the necessity of making a “ sacri- 
free,” he was reminded of the scripture decla- 
ration, that “ without the shedding of blood is 
no remission of sip.” It was plain, then, to 
him, that in order to have his sins remitted he 
must shed human blood. He knew that for 
sb doing he would have to suffer capital pun- 
ishment ; but this would be to “ suffer for 
Citzist’s sake,” which would be highly meri- 
torious on his part, and give him a stronger 
claim on the blessings of heaven hereaiter. — 
These consideratione led him to seek for a vic- 
dm. 

‘There was a female-—a married woman—re- 
siding in the. back part of the town, who, as he 
Mterpreted the Scriptures, had sinned against 
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the Father, against the Son, and against the 
Holy Ghost, in that as he thought, or as the 
Spirit had revealed the secret to him, had giv- 
en birth to three illegitimate children. These 
three corresponded to the number of persons in 
the Trinity, against each of whom the offence 
was therefore severally committed. The Lerd 
directed him to choose her as the victim for 
sacrifice. 

Accordingly he selected his time, and in the 
still hours of night, launched a boat into the 
Cobbosse Contee stream and made his way, not 
without much difficulty and fatigue, for he had 
rips to encounter in his passage, to the resi- 
dence of the woman, who was then confined to 
her bed by sickness. Arrived at the house, he 
entered without ceremony. A female atten- 
dant was sitting near the bed, watehing the sick 
female. Without saying much, he proceeded 
to the bed-side and noticing a large butcher's 
knife, recently whetted, pending from the ceil- 
ing at the head of the bed, with one hand he 
seized the head of the woman and with the 
other took down the knife and drew it with a 
single fatal stroke across the throst of his vic- 
tim. ‘ She bled,” said he tous a few weeks 
ago, with a smile that sometimes accompanics 
an act of conscious duty— she bled like a 
calf!? He took no instrument of deat with 
him ; and when he discovered the knife near 
his intended victim, he knew it was provided 
by Him who sent him, to enable him to fulfil 
lis painful commission. The wonvan died im- 
mediately ; and having made both a burnt of- 
fering and a sacrifice, he was willing to abide 
ali the consequences which might follow the 
execution of mere human laws. We beliéve 
he made no efiort to conceal himself after the 
commission of this murderous act. Immedi- 
ately he was arrested on the charge of mur- 
der. The charge, it proved against him, or 
acknowledged to be true by him, would sub- 
ject him to the penalty of death. When 
brought into Court, the indictment being read 
and he being interrogated—are you guilty or 
not guilty ? ** Guilty,” he replied. The Jud- 
ues, apprehending that in the perpetration of 
the deed, he had not acted under the influence 
of «sane mind, proposed that he should plead 
“ not guilty,” in order that the Jury might bring 
in a verdict that he was uot guilty by reason of 
insanity, which would avert the sentence of 
death. The Chief Justice, therefore, remark- 
ed to him, that he was under no obligation to 
plead “ guilty.” If the Government had char- 
ged bim with a crime, the burden was on the 
Government to prove him guilty; and suggest- 
ed to him the expediency of recalling his plea, 
and pleading “ not guilty.” “ What!” return- 
ed Mr. M’Causland, ‘ would the honourable 
Judges of the Supreme Court of Massachusetts 
advise me to.lie? I did killthe woman. Iam 
guilty.” The Judges, on this réply, were 
thrown into an unpleasant dilemma. His guilt 
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being established by his own confession, noth- 
ing remained for them but to pronounce the 
dread sentence of the law—death. Not wish- 
ing to do this, under the circumstances of the 
case, they removed him to prisoa to await his 
sculence ; end there he remained thirty-five 
years waiting for his sentence with mu:murs 
against the Court for its unreasonable delay ! 

Mr. M’Causland might indeed have been 
sentenced, and then pardoned by the Execu- 
tive ; but a pardon would give him his liberty, 
and it was not thought safe that he should again 
be let loose on Society lest the Lord should call 
him again to commit some other fatal act. The 
sufety of community required his confiuement. 
He accordingly remiined in his varrow cell 
until his decease. 

The curiosity excited amongst strangers to 
sce this prisoner, was a source of income to 
him. Each spectator, before he could behold 
him, was required by M’Causland to pay him 
two cents, and then Ne would proceed to exhi- 
bit his tall, stout body, long beard, delicate 
hands, &c. to give a history of the cireumstan- 
ces that brought him to the prison, to sing, 
pray for the visiters, &c. &e. The fees which 
he collected from visitors amounted some yeers, 
us we have been informed, to sixty or seventy 
dollars. His story, his hymns, and his pray- 
«rs, were uniformly the same. After having 
completed these, however, he was ready to 
converse and answer any question proposed to 
him. Every thing he seid evidently proceed- 
ed from honest opinions. Never would he ac- 
knowledge that he had done wrong in murder- 
ing the woman ; on the contrary he always ap- 
peared conscious of innocence and had st com- 
mand many passages of scripture to justify his 
course. No doubt he was entirely honest; but 
he laboured under strong religious delusion.— 
He was a soldier in the Revolutionary Army, 
and drew a pension till his death for his servi- 
ces therein. The moncy he collected he dis- 
tributed amongst his children, with the excep- 
tion of what was required to purchase some 
few articles for his own use and comfort. He 
had occupied his cell so loug, that he had got 
habituated to confinement and was as happy in 
his situation as the rich and free are in theirs. 
On one or two occasions his keeper proposed 
to let him out that he might see the village for 
a few moments; but he declined the offer 
partly because he believed this would be cou- 
trary to the strict letter of the law and partly 
because he was sensible he should return to 
his cell Jess contented than if he never had left 
it. His sense of justice was strong and ed 
tical ; and his reasonivg on other subjects than 
religion evinced a mind above the ordina 
mould of nature. Had he been blessed wi 
an education, and bis mind saved from the 
shock of religious fanaticism, Mr. M’Causland 
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and enfecbling a confinement, his —bodily 
strength was unusually great. . Me could take 
no exercise, except to walk across his cell a few 
feet lengthwise, which he did, regularly. | In- 
deed, ig alt his habits he was very systematic. 
He had his hours for retiring to rest, rising, 
reading his bible and saying his pravers. «In 
the coldest winters he chose no fire ; but kept 
himself warm by exercising his body. After 
Mr. Dillingham took charge of the jail, ‘his 
family taught him to read. This acquisition 
he valued highly, and did not misimprove it. 
But his Bible was his chief companion. ‘This 
he read through in course a great - number of 
times ; but in all his reading hefound nothing 
but confirmation of the course he had taken in 
the acts that brought him to prison. *Mr. Dil- 
lingham’s decease in July last was a great af- 
fliction to him ; and may have been the means 
of shortening his days. He regarded him as 
his best friend; and when he was taken away, 
he seemed to have nothing left him worth liv- 
ing for. 

On the subject of religion alone, MrvM’- 
Causland, no doubt, was insane ; but not much 
more so, as We believe, than some others'who - 
pass for the most devout and experimental 
christians we have amongst us. These gloomy 
views of religion which are accounted: by: ma- 
ny as the most orthodox, seem to us calculated 
to produce that distraction which leads: to 
shocking consequences. Mr. M’Causlandiwas 
rery pious—too pious indeed to make such a 
ebristian as is useful in the world. Bathis 
errours were honest ones, and obtained for 
him what he deserved—the pity of all who vis- 
ited him. His case is not without instruction 
for all teachers and professors of a gloomy reli- 
gion. Well would it be for mankind would 
they profit by it. 


- SS. -- —— —_—e e-. 





[From the Christian Intelligencer. ] 
AMERICAN 8S. SCHOOL UNION. 
A CALVINISTIC NURSERY. 

If any thing more were wanting to show that 
the Sunday School Union is a sectarian’ con- 
cern—the professions of its managers to the 
contrary notwithstanding—and that its great | 
design is to be a nursery for the ¢alvinistic 
church and to increase the numbers and 
strength of that sect, it may be found inthe 
following which we quote from an address de- 
livered by Dr. Griffin before the American’S. 
S. Union at their late Anniversary in Phila- 
delphia. 

“ The reports exhibit many happy deaths of 


| children who received their first impressions 


at Sabbath Schools. Many others have been 
brought out of darkness and spared to be blew 
sings to the world. One informs us that all 
who com his first Sabbath school -joined | 
his church. Of 82 admitted to a single church ) 
in the year 1827, sixty-five were Sabbath © 





would have been as powerful fuente as he was 
physically. Even in his old age, efter so lopg 
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scholars. Of one hundred received to wnother 
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i. Wand the whole family to comfort.” 
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eborch in a single year, ninety-eight were from 
Sabbath Schools. It was stated in your report | 
of last year, that above 909 scholars and more , 
than. 1200 teachers had joined the chureh the | 
preceding year; making the whole number of | 
converts reported during the four years of the | 
Society’s existence, near 8000; and it was 

thought thet not one quarter in the. United | 
States had been reported ; leaving us to con- | 
clude that the whole number for four years had | 
exeeeded thirty thousand ?” 

That it is the object of this Institution to | 
make converts to the calvinistick party, Dr.G. | 
does not ¢onceal. And he thinks the U. S. | 
Government should support them, as our Le- | 
gislatures previde for other publick schools. | 

“ They are the Palladium of the civil insti- | 
tutions of our country. Why then should they | 
not be placed on the footing of publick schools ? 
Our country could better afford to endow them 
than to support courts and prisons. It could 
better afford to endow them than to pay the 

rates.” 

Phat is, the civil institutions of our country 
¢an only be sustained by giving our youth a 
sectarian education, and thus making them 
ealvinistick church members. Aud this ought 
to be done rather than to support our courts of 
justice or to redieve the poor from their taxcs. 
See ye not what this meaus? Can ye not dis- 
cern the signs of the times? Are not the ortho- 
dox laying plans for having their religion sup- 
by law? Dr. G. to give effect to his 
Address tells some wonderful stories as is usu- 
al on such occasions. 

“Tf you would learn the full effects of Sab- | 
bath Schools you must follow the children 
home. There you will see a little boy, who 
when requested by an older child to carry home 
a board, says, ‘I cannot, it belongs to Mr. B.’ 
and when importuned to do it, ends the matter 
with this decisive answer, ‘I cannot, I go to, 
the Sunday School,’ ” 

This, truly, is as sublime for the President 
of a College, as it is wonderful and strange in 
point of fact. But the fullowing is, in verity, 
“ miraculous.” Only think how much better | 
a “thawed Universalist” is than a frozen one ! 
We wonder how long the animal kept without 
putrefaction after being “ thawed’? 

¢ Among other miracles, a Universalist, over 
whom four score winters had frozen, has been 
thawed into life. Near the spot where I now 
stand, was a widow with her seven children, 
sunk deep in squalid wretchedness ; but the 
angel mercy of the Sabbath School visited her 
and lo five of her children are raised to life, 








AN. UNFORTUNATE SITUATION. 

>. THE TIMES ARE OUT OF JOINT. 

Messrs. Editors—I am an old man; and in 
my long journey through this world, though I 
haye seen much to approve and something to 








admire, yet. I have seen much more to condemn 
and to regret. 'n my youth I was an optimist ; 
I lived in my own warm feelings, rather than 
in the world around me; unconscious how 
much my. judgments of men and things were 
tinged by a happy temperament, and how little 
they were determined by facts as they really 
existed. The coldest, dreariest winter-seene, 
viewed through a sunny Claude Lorraine glass, 
is cheerful and warm. Such a glass is youth, 
before the chill of disappointment has dimmed 
its bright surface. Viewed through the magick 
medium, human life often wears a hue that as 
not itsown: and the veriest moral wilderness 
is seen en couleur de rose. 

I am an optimist still, if to think highly of 
our race’s capabilities, and to augur well of 
man’s future prospects entitle to the character. 
But if, to obtain the title, oe must believe that 
all is as it should be, and that in society and its 
arrangements every thing is for the best, then 


| must I confess, that, together with my youth, 


I lose also my opticism. 

I do not assert that men might not become 
all that the opfimist conceives them; I only 
say that they are not ; ad when the young op- 
tismist attains ny years, he will probably say 
so too. I have heard many hypotheses prepes- 
ed as explanations of the anomaly which man, 
in his social capacity, exhibits; a being who 
seems born to so much, yet living for so little. 
And, at different periods of my. life, I have 
adopted first one and then another of these ex- 
planations. Now, in my old age, I doubt 
whether any one cause will serve to explain 
the anomalous phenomenon ; unless, indeed, 
we generalize the cause of all our errours and 
blunders, and call it ignorance. Yet, when 
we have so called it, have we discovered much 
more than this? “that man suffers unhappi- 
ness, because he has not learned how to aveid 
it.” 

When I look back on my experience, and 
call to mind all the dishonesty and all the dis- 
comfort I have been condemned to witness in 
otiers and, at times, to experience in myself, 
I am disposed to conclude that a very great 
portion—perhaps the greatest portion—of the 
crimes and miseries which satirists have ridi- 
culed and pocts bewailed, is derivitive from the 
unfortunate situation in which the most influen- 
tial classes of society are placed. 

Among the liberal professions, as they are 
called, we shall usually find the most brilliant 
at least, if not the most useful talenfs ; and 
brilliant talents seek and obtain a mighty in- 
fluence in this world. The accomplished or- 
ator, for instance, is more than a sovereign ; for 
he may rule the destinies, not of his own coun- 
trymen and contemporaries only, but, in a de- 
gree, those of all nations and of all ages. 

Among the liberal professions, three classes 
obtain the chief rank ; the lawyers, the cler- 
gy, and the physicians. Their influence— 
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that of the two first especially—is very great. 
And I think all three are very unfavourably 
situated. 

The lIawyer’s professed object is to reconcile 
and put to rest our disputes; that of the cler- 
gy to improve our morals, and that of the phy- 
sician to heal our bodies. Now, itso happens, 
that the lawyer is paid in proportion’ as we are 
quarrelsome, the clergy in proportion as we are 
vicious, and the physician in proportion as we 
are diseased. If we were all friends, the law- 
yers would starve ; if we were all virtuous 
men, we should not require to salary clergy- 
men; nor, if we preserved our health, need 
we fee physicians. 

Now, is it reasonable to expect* that men 
should honestly and zealously strive to deprive 
themselves of a livelihood? It may be com- 
mendable and generous ; but, from man as we 
see him and know hin, is it reasonable to ex- 
peet it? Men must live; and men like to live 
well. It is surely a pity that the subsistence 
of any class should depend upon their neigh- 
bour’s depravity, or their wealth increase with 
their neighbours’ vices. 

I speak in regret, Messrs. Editors, not in 
condemnation. The years have passed with 
me when I forgot, in anger against the crimi- 
nal, the very cause of his crimes. If I feel 
less strongly than I once did, perhaps I judge 
more justly. As regards the professions of 
which I have spoken, I feel only sorrow tliat 
they are not better placed—better for them- 
selves, and better for all around them. I should 
like to see them situated so that their interests 
and the interests of society at large might co- 
incide. 

I should like to see the lawyer paid in pro- 
portion as we were friendly and peaceful, the 
cle an in proportion as we were kind and 
amiable, and the physician in proportion as we 
are healthy. I think we siiould see fewer 
quarrels, fewer vices, and fewer diseases. 


{Free Enquirer. 





ON ORIGINAL SIN. 

Some particular texts are alledged, to prove 
that the nature of man is totally depraved’ by 
the fall, insomuch that all mankind, without 
exception, are now altogether incapable of any 
good thought, word, or action ; and, moreover, 
that we are all subject to the everlasting wrath 
of God on account of the sin of Adam, I shall 
give a brief explication of the principal of those 
texts. 

Gen. vi. 5. ‘ And God saw that the wicked- 
ness of man was great in the earth ; and that 
every imagination of the thoughts of his heart 
was only evil continually.’ If we understand 
this passage literally, it will be contradicted by 
the character which is immediately afterwards 
given of Noah, of whom it is said, ‘ that he was 
a just man, and perfect in his generation, and 
that he walked with God.’ But it is plain, 


that this wickedness of mankind was notow- 
ing to any natural depravity, which theirderi- 
vation from Adam tendered necessary, but that 
it was a@ypoluntary corruption, and had its rise 
from themselves only ; for it is said, that* God 
looked upon the earth, and behold, it was:eor- 


rupt ; for all flesh had corru his wa n 
ap carts? Besides, this 4 of the mori 3 s 
alledged as a justification of the divine srebedll 
ings @gainst them, whereas, if they had been 
corrupt by the necessity of nature, it must have 
operated as a plea in their favour, with that be- 
ing who considers our frame, and remembers, 
that we are but dust. If he makes suitable al- 
lowance for the infirmities of our bodies, much 
more would he consider the natural and neces- 
sary disorders of our minds. 

Job xiv. 4. ‘ Who can bring a clean thing 
out of an unclean ? not one.’ This is a pro- 
verbial expression, signifying that nothing can 
be more perfect than its original; but Job is 
not speaking in this place of the guilt and pol- 
| lution of man, but of his sorrows and mortilty. 
| Psalm li. 5. * Behold, 1 was shapén in ini- 
| quity, and in sin did my mother conceive.’— 
' This also has very much the air of a proverbi- 
al expression, signifying great depravity of 
heart, and very early habits of vice. That it 
was not intended to express a natural and in- 
vincible propensity to vice, is plain, because 
that would bé inconsistent with the tenour of 
the whole psalm, in which the humble authour 
seems disposed to aggravate, rather than to ex- 
tenuate his offences, to which this last men- 
tioned consideration would have greatly contri- 
buted. 

Rov. v. 12, 13, 14. ‘ Wherefore, as by one 
man sin entered into the world, and death by 
sin ; and so death passed upon all men, for 
that all have sinned, &c.’ 

I think a careful and impartial reader will 
observe, that the apostle speaks not here of the 
death of children, whom he does not once men- 
tion, or refer to, through the whole argument. 
But he speaks of those who were not only ca- 
pable of sinning but had actually sinned, and 
refers us to the Mosaick hi8tory of mankind in 
the ages between the fall of Adam and the giv- 
ing of the law by Moses. Sin and death en- 
tered into the world by Adam, and death bath 
passed upon alt men, for that all have sinned, 
consequently must have transgressed some law. 
‘ For, before the giving of the law by Moses, 
sin was in the world, but sin is not imputed 
where there is no law :’ and the law of Meses 
they could not sin against before it was given, 
‘ Nevertheless, death reigned from Adam tos 
Moses, even over them that had not sinned af- 
ter the similitude of Adam’s transgression.’ i.e. 
by eating the forbidden fruit, or violating any 
positive law of life given to them. What law 
then had they sinned against ? Most evidently, 
the law of righteousness which God had written 








on their hearts; the sanction of which they 
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were also. well apprized of (as the ‘apostle | revelation ; he hata given us also freedom of 


speaks of the Gentiles in general,) ‘ Who, 
knowing the judgment of God that they which 
commit such things are worthy of death, not 
only do the same, but have pleasure in them 
-‘that do them. Hence it appears that the apos- 
the does not. speak of the sin of Adam being im- 
puted to make men sinners, and subject them 
to death ; but of actual and personal sins, and 
of death as the recompense of thems Now 
look into. the Mosaick history of this period, 
‘and we find before the flood ‘ that the wicked- 
ness of men was great in the earth.’—* The 
earth also was corrupt before God, and the earth 
was filled. with violence. For all flesh had 
corrupted his way upon the earth.’ And after 
the flood, excepting the faith and obedience of 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, we have little else 
recorded besidés the transgressions of thedaw 
of righteousness, sins which men committed, 
though ‘not after the similitude of Adam’s 
4ransgression.’ As to the death of infants, God, 
the great giver of life, hath, undoubtedly a per- 
fect right to resume it, whenever it seemeth 
meet to his infinite wisdom. But I do not re- 
collect that the sacred writers do any where re- 
present it as a punishment either for Adam’s sin, 
or their own. In a few cases they speak of it 
as a punishment of the sin of their immediate 
parents, but then, as a punishment to their pa- 
rents, who had sinned, not to the children who 
had not sinned. 

Rom. v.6, 8. ‘ For when we were yet with- 
out strength, in due time, Christ died for the 
ungodly.” 

¢ But God commended his love towards us, 
in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died 
for us.’ 

Let the intelligent reader judge for himself, 
whether the apostle does not speak here of the 
state of mankind (particularly of himself and 
the persons he writes to) before Christ’s death, 
and the consequent publication of the gospel to 
the world, intimate that the case is very 
different since that happy cvent ? Doth he not 
plainly make the distinction in both verses, that 
we might not mistake his meaning, ‘ When we 
were yet without strength, and while we weré 
yet sinners 7’ But doth the case continue the 
same, since Christ died, with those to whom 
the blessings of the gospel are imparted ? then 
hath Christ died, and the gospel been publish- 
ed in vain. Yet some writer: represent the 
state of those for whom Christ died, and who 
have received the gospel, as just the same, as 
to strength, with them who had not received it, 
and who lived before it was published. Sure- 
ly, any of us would be displeased to have our 
svords wrested to purposes so different from our 
intentions; especially, when we had endeavor- 
ed to guard them from such abuse. God, our 
maker, hath given us intelligent capacities, 
suited to those discoveries which he hath made 

of: his wil), whether by the light of nature, or 





choice and action for the couduct of ourselves ; 
he hath granted us the light and motives of the 
gospel for our fuller instruction and persuasion ; 
he is ever present with us and ready to assist 
our sincere endeavours to know and to do his 
will; surely then, it is unjust and ungrateful to 











him to say that we are still without strength ; 
and if we be sianers, it is wholly our own fault. 
As for the gentiles, even the worst of them, the 
apostle no where ascribes their want of strength, 
to their not having received from their maker 
sufficient abilities to know and do his will ac- 
ceptably, but to their having voluntarily cor- 
rupted themselves and one another, and there- 
by lost the abilities which God had given them, 
and become dead in tresspasses and sins.’ 
Priestley. 





The following. article is taken from the Glas- 
gow Christian Pioneer of June. The remarks 
in the first paragraph will not be new to our 
readers, but the subsequent interpretation pro- 
posed by the writer will be less familiar & is at 
least ingenious.— Christian Kegister. 

A text which has been triumphantly appeal- 
ed tn, as containing a full proof of the deity of 
Christ, and even of his being God and man at 
the same time, is Philippians ii. 6 to 11, *‘ Who 
being in the form of God ; thought it not rob- 
bery to be equal with God, but made himsel/ 
of no reputation, and took upon him the form 
of a servant, &c.’ But if we attentively read 
the passage, we shall find, that even as it stands 
in the public version, it affords no foundation 
for any such opinion. Throughout the whoic 
passage, Jesus Christ is as clearly and fully dis- 
tinguished from God, as one being can well be 
distinguished from avother ; it is said, that he 
is * in the form of God,’ ‘ equal to orlike God,’ 
that ‘ God hath highly exalted him, and given 
him a name which is above every name,’ and 
that his exaltation, and the submission and 
houour paid to him, are to the glory of God.’— 
He who is called God throughout the passagc, 
is unquestionably the one supreme, seli-exis- 
tent, and eternal Jehovah ; the person who was 
in his form, whom he had exalted, and who was 
honored only to his glory, must be inferior to 
him, and Jesus Christ always so speaks of him- 
self ; his words are,‘My Fother is greater 
than I,’ ‘ the works that I do are: s:ct mine, but 
the Father’s who sent me,’ ‘1 will pray unto 
my Father,’ &e. Besides, the Apostle is here 
recommending the disciples to humility by the 
example of Christ, and surely his thinking it 
not robbery to be equal with God, can be no 
proof of humility. The 6th and 7th verses, as 
they stand in the public version, appear to me 
to be in direct contradiction to each other ; ¢ he 
thought it not robbery to be equal with God ; 
but,’ as a consequence of his so thinking, 
‘ made himself of no reputation,’ is, not, I think, 
sense. Let us see whether all these difficul- 
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ties may not be removed, by an impartial con- | form of a servant when at his last supper, he 
sideration of the text. girded himself with a towel, and was the 


It is universally agreed by the best critics, 
that the word ‘ form,’ means here only the out- 
ward form or appearance ; and the words here 
translated ‘ equal with God,’ only express sim- 
ilarity, not proper and full equality, and ought 
tobe rendered‘ as God’ or‘ like God.’ The 
word here translated ‘ rubbery,’ means a hooty, 
a prey, the thing seized upon, or else the act of 
seizing and plundering ; the majority of expos- 
itors (for their reasons, see Beisham, p. 136) 
prefer the former meaning, and this is the way 
in Which it was evidently understood by the 
early Christian fathers, \See Belsham, p. 138, 
and Clarke, No. 934). 


this text, given by all the most eminent Arian | 


and Unitarian critics, (who think that the apos- 
tle refers to his miraculous powers, when he 
says that Jesus was in the form of God, and a- 


It is with great diffi- | 
dence that I reject here the interpretation of | 


feet of his disciples, to which, I conceive, the 
Apostle here alludes; he assumed the form on- 
ly, and was not, in reality, their servant, and 
he tells them, that he performed it expressly 
with a view of setting them an example of hu- 
mility, ‘If I then, your Lord aud Master, have 
washed your feet, ye also ought to wash one 
another’s fect,’ (John xiii. 14;) and humility is 
the very virtue which the apostle is here re- 
commending by the example of Christ. ‘ And 
was made’ or was ‘in the likeness of man,’ i. 
e. of another man, (See Judges xvi. 11,, 17, 
where the same Greek word is used,) ‘ and 
being found in fashion as a man, he humbled: 
himself,’ still farther, ‘and became obedjent 
unto death, even the death of the cross; 
| wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, 
| and given him a name which is above every 
| name that at,’ or in ‘the name of Jesus every 





dopt that of Mr Marsom, (See Christ. Refor. | knee should bow, of things in heaven, and 
vol. ii. p. 457.) The apostle appears to him | things in earth, and things under the earth ; 
and to me, to refer to well known occurrences | and that every tongue should confess that Je- 
in the history of our Lord, and the following | sus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Fa- 
appears to us tobe the true interpretation of the | ther.” God hath for his humility and obedi- 
text : ‘ Let thismind be inyou which was ia | ence even unto death, exalted him to the real- 
Christ Jesus, who being ia the form of God,’ | ity of that glory of which he had only the form 
at his transfiguration on the mount, when as | or appearance in liis transfiguration on earth, 
the Evangelist informs us (Luke ix. 29. ) ‘ the | and so shall we be exalted, if we attend to the 
fashion,’ form or appearance ‘of his counte- | Apostle’s exhortation, and imitate closely this 
nance, was altered, and his raiment was white | example of bumility and obedience. Thus, 
and glistering, and his face did shine as the | this disputed and somewhat obscure text will, 
sun.’ Peter makes his transfiguration an evi- | if it be so understood, form another beautiful 
dence of Christianity, when he says “ For we | illustration of the scripture doctrine of the in- 





have not followed cunningly-devised fables, 


feriority and submission of Christ to his Got 


when we made known unfo you the coming of | and Father. 


our Lord Jesus Christ, but were eye witnesses | 
of his majesty. For he received from God the | 


Father, power and glory, waen there came 
such a yoice to him from the excellent glory, 
This is my beloved son, in whom I am well 
pleased. And this voice which came from 
heaven, we heard when we were with him in 
the holy mount,’ (2 Peter i. 16—18.) John 


who also was with him in the mount, alludes | 
| not generally known, however, what contempt- 
(John i. 15.) ‘ We beheld his glory,’ and as | 


I conceive, to this circumstance, when he says 


this was the only instance in which, in the 
presence of his disciples, he was announced by 
a voice from heaven, as the ‘ beloved Son of 
God,’ he describes that glory ws ‘ the glory of 
the only begotten of the Father.’ This is what 
I conceive the Apostle meant, by saying that 
Jesus wes in ‘the formofGod.’ Peter, indeed, 
thought it would have been good for him to 
have retained that divine form; but the meek 
and lowly Jesus thought otherwise. He ‘ did 
not esteem this likeness to God asa prey,’ as a 
thing to be eagerly grasped at or ambitiously 
retained, ‘ but made himself of no reputation,’ 
or as the word would be more liberally render- 
ed, ‘he divested himself of it, and took upon 





CHARACTER OF PETITIONERS. 

There has been considerable boasting in the 
Orthodox journals, concerning the large num- 
ber of petitioners, whose names were attached 
to the Memorials sent to Congress, on the sub- 
ject of stopping the Mail. Compared with the 
whole population of our Country, these Memo- 
rialists are a small, very small number. It is 


ible means were resorted to obtain signers to 
these petitions, nor the manne: in which Con- 
gress was imposed upon by the leaders in this 
business. A meeting, for instance, was calicd 
in a certain town: ahalf dozen individuals at- 
tended: they appointed themselves a commit- 
tee to solicit names ; and with young and oll, 
boys and men,a list is made out. This is sent 
te Congress as a petition from the inhabitants 





of the town, when, perhaps, nine-tenths of the 
people are opposed to this business altogether. 

To settle this question by matter of fact, we 
relate the following circumstance. There isa 
schoolmaster, in the town of Sturbridge, Mass. 
a very Orthodox man. After exerting himself, 
with little success, to get signers to the peti- 





him the form ofa servant.’ Jesus assumed the 


tion for stopping the Mail, he hit on the follow- 
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ing plan to fill up his paper. © He took it into 
, and made his scholars sign it. This pe- 
tition was,sent to Congress, as from the inhub- 
itants of Sturbridge. Sans petitions, we be- 
lieve, were filled up by similar means. Now 
is not this deception? Is it not imposing upon 
Congress? Ought not Congress to be advised 
of the measures now put in requisition to stop 
the Mail? The name of the schoolmaster here 
teferred to, is left with us, and any gentleman 
can know whom we refer to, by calling at our 
office. This fact was related to us by a gen- 
tleman who has recently visited Sturbridge, 
‘and who heard the schoolmaster avow that he 
adopted that expedient.— Trumpet & Magazine. 





CHENANGO AssociATION.—We had the 
happiness of attending this Association at 
South New Berlin the last week in August, 
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and we can truly say it was to us, aud appear- | 
| upou their offspring and their wives, who pos- 


ed to be to all present, tru'y;a season of “ re- 
freshing from the presence of the Lord.” The 
congregation of brethren and sisters that mct 
was overflowingly large. Nine ministering 
brethren (besides our venerable Br. Babcock, 
formerly of the Baptist persuasion) were pres- 
ent, together with a large number of delegates 
from societies ; and uninterrupted harmony 
and joy seemed to pervade the whole. One 
thing alone seemed to be wanting to make our 





éystem. The end is worthy of the means.—- 
Trumpet and U. Mag. 





SISTERS AND MOTHERS. 

There are ties which, like the invisible ties 
of conscience, bind man to the world with 
kindlier affection, and are the last things for- 
gotten when one leaves life.-—The marriage 
situation may be one of pure and uninterrupt- 
ed felicity ; there may be no cloud in its whole 
happy horizon ; it may be ever sunny, and 
flowers spring up in every season of life. But 
even these happy ones, who are in this clime 
of bliss, remember long and late the claims of 
a sister or a mother to their best affections.— 
In the life of the solitary and single, those who 
are said to be doomed to an enui loneliness the 
claims of asister and a mother should hold 
strongly, not only upon their feelings but du- 
ties. Those kindnesses which men bestow 


sess them, and in them consecrate their best 
affections, are given by the unmarried to those: 
who bear to them these sacred relations. In 
loving a sister there is none of that earthliness 
of passion which degrades the heart—in the 
devotion due to a mother comes none of the 
selfishness of men. The feelings inspired by 
both sister and mother are all derived from 


| sources as pure as the divinity that inspired 


joy full—Several more ministers were wanted | 
to supply the waste places of Zion in this re- | 
gion ; and the Macedonian cry, ‘ come over | 


and help us,” was urged upon the Association 
beyond its means of answering the demand.— 
It is sincerely to be desired that more jaborers 
may be raised up here, or come from other parts 
to preach the word among the people. We 
hope to be able to publish the minutes of this 
association in our next.— Evangelical Mag. 





“TRACTS BLESSED.” 

There is nothing more sickening than the 
accounts published by the Tract Societies con- 
cerning the successes which have attended the 
circulation of Tracts. One person was conver- 


ted by the tract entitled “ The well conduct- | 


ed Farm,””—another by the “ Swearer’s Pray- 
er”—a third by the “ Rewards of Drunken- 
ness’’—a fourth by “ A Time to Dance”—a 
fifth by “ The young Cottager”—a sixth by 
“ The way tobe saved’’—a seventh by “ Sin 
no trifle,” &c. &c. We read of none being 
converted by reading the Bible, nor by diligent 
and serious search after truth. What person 
of good sense ever sat down to examine the 
scriptures for their true sense, with good helps 
to a right understanding of them, and arose 
with an impression that the doctrines of ortho- 
doxy are therein inculcated. Itis not the Bi- 


ble, it is not christian honesty, it is not free 
and unbiased inquiry, but it is Tracts, Sunday 
Schools, Education Societies, et cetera, on 
which the orthodox depend to build up their 











them. 

Jewish Law.—The Orthodox are desirous 
that Congress should pass the following clause 
of the 4th Commandment into the Law of the 
land; “* The seventh day is the Sabbath of 
the Lord thy God ; on it thou shalt not do’ any 
work,” &c. We recommend, if Congress ever 
undertake this, they will commence with the 
preceding clause, as follows ; ‘* Six days shalt 
thou labour.” ‘This would effectually put a 
stop to the idleness of many Missionary beg- 
gars, who are prowling round the country see- 
king their prey, and to the habits of those who 
spend half their time in attending Conference 
Meetings, Class meetings, Inquiry Meetings, 
Whispering Meetings, etc. 





UNEXAMBPLED ABSTINENCE.—Mr. Reuben 
Kelsy, a respectable young man of luirfield, 
in this county, aged about 25, is said to have 
subsisted on nothing but cold water for more 
than forty days! His mind scems to have been 
partially abstracted, and he has‘chiefly kept his 
room, apparently averse to amy intercourse 
with the world, for nearly three years past.—- 
The quantity of food taken by him for the last 
twelve months is supposed to be less than that 
required for the ordinary nourishment of an in- 
fant; but during the period first named, nei- 
ther persuasion, threats, or force, have been ef- 
fectual to make him swallow the least suste- 
nance of any kind. Some particles of food, 
crowded between his teeth two weeks ago, wege 
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discharged from his nostrils directly after, and | abilities, (if they receive my hint as light,) will 


no further compu'sion has been used. He is) 
described as wasted to a ghastly skeletoa; still | 
he is thought in a great measute to retain his 
senses, atid toenjoy the benefit of sleep. This 
afflicting case is believed to be almost unparal- 
leled, and has thus far baffled all the efforts of | 
medical skill.— Little Falls Gazette. 





When prosperous times come to the poor, 
they grow rich rapidly, because of their habits 
—Wwhen bad times come to the rich, they grow | 
poor rapidly, because of their habits. By hab- | 
its are meant thove of application, expense, and 
respect to small earnings and savings. Habits, 
then, should not be much changed on account 
of prosperity. This is important to the man, | 
and a blessing as an example. Luxuries and 
ornaments should not be considered necessa- | 





ries, extravagance the basis of respect, nor idle- | 


ness. How ig it that children of the rich grow | 
poor, and children of the poor grow rich.—> | 
—[ Bost. Pat. 





REASONS FOR LOVING GOD. 


He is our Creator and Preserver: He is the | 


Author of every blessing which we enjoy, and 
he renders all our afflictions and disappoint- 
ments the means of promoting our best inter- 
ests. Our Creator knows all our infirmities, 
our proneness to err, und our appetites for inju- 
rious indulgences, and is merciful to all our 
faults. He punishes our sins in mercy—never 
from a disposition of revenge ; but that we may | 
be partakeis of His holiness. Through the 
mediation of the Redeemer, He has given us | 
the knowledge und the hope of a glorious and | 
immortal life, and the interminable continuance | 
of Ivis fatherly kindness. 





er 


ORIGINAL, COMMUNICATIONS. | 


INSPIRATION—MOsEs, AND Jesus Curist. 
¢ Through the tender mercies of our God, the | 
day-spring fro.n on high has visited us, to give | 
light to them that sit in darkness, and the shad- | 
ow of death, to guide our feet iuto the way of | 
peace. The day has dawned, and the day star | 
las risen in our hearts.”—ZacHarias. 
The coming of Christ in his kingdom, at | 
this: day, is as he said it should be; as the | 
lightning that shineth from the east to the west | 
the light.ofdivine truth has shown from Be 
lehem in the east, to distant Missouri in the 
west. Truth is mighty and will prevail :”— 
“In thy light we see light.” 

L have lately discoyered that among other 
errours | haye, been,in darkness.and errour, re- | 
specting, the natuge of Inspiration of the Holy | 
Ghost,.as it is used er, taught in the, scriptures, | 
and;:as some. of my. brethren may also haye the 
same misconceptions,. I have thought it my du- 
ty to hold up the light I have received on this 
subject, hoping hy rethren of greater gifts and 





improve upon it. , 

We have been taught*that inspiration makes 
the subject of it perfectly free from errours and 
mistakes, thus confounding inspiration with 
revelation, knowledge and information ; which 
are very different things, and which distinc- 
tion has not been observed. ; 

The literal definition of the term Inspira- 
tion, I think, is to inhale or draw in breath, 
the Scriptural use of inspiration of the Holy 
Ghost, or inspiration of God, is to inhale or re- 
ceive the breath or spirit of God in our hearts: 


| as we read, “ the Lord God breathed the breath 
_ of life into Adam, and he became a living soul ;” 


s6 also Jesus “ breathed upon his disciplesand - 
said receive ye the Holy Ghost.”” When God 
breathes his loving spirit into our hearts we are 
then inspired of the holy Ghost. By this we 
are warmed with love, quickened, and moved 
by the Holy Ghost, with faithfulness and zeal 
to speak and act in the cause of God, accord- 


| ing to the light, knowledge and information 


which we have ; but inspiration adds nothing 
to our stock of knowledge, but this is obtained 
by instruction, information, experience, or b 
revelation. When an ignorant man is inapised, 
he remains still ignorant as before, this does 
not enlighten his understanding, nor alter nor 
rectify his judgement at all. Now to assist us 
in the search of truth on this subject, let us 
look at some scripture characters, and see what . 
shocking errours, darkness and mistakes, they 
remained still under, even when under the in- 


| fluence of divine inspiration ; for instance, let, 


us consider Moses the man of God. He says, 
‘ thus saith the Lord, thou shalt love thy neigh- 
bour, and hate thine enemy ; thou sh fp. ol 
evil for evil, eye for eye, tooth for tooth, blow 


_ for blow.”? Now was Moses correct, could this 


be the mind or command of God, or was Mo- 
ses in an errour, let a greater than Moses an- 
swer for us? Jesus Christ says, although this 
has been said, by them of old time, yet I say 
unto you, love your enemies and do them good, 
return not evil for evil, but contrary wise, good 
for evil, blessing for cursing, that you may he 
like your father in heaven; See Moses also 


| practicing this principle, and precept of his 


law. Was he right in being very wroth with 
his officers, for saving the women and children, 
of Midian alive, and then commanding all the 
male children and their captive mothers to be 
put to death, saving only ‘ the female children 
alive-—and what a shocking errour, to com- 
mand all the inhabitants of Canaan. to be,de- 
stroyed, men, women and children, and every- 
thing that breathed, let not thineeye y nor 
thy heart pity them, but eut them all .to, pie- 
ces; again he says the Lord tempted Abraham 
to, slay his son Isaac, and roast him for the 
Lord.—Now we kuow better—James, a disci- 
ple of Christ says, “ God tempteth no nian.”.— 
Again must we not conclude, Samuel the 













prophet and priest of the Lord, mistook the 
mind and will of the Lord, when he command- 
ed’ Satrl to war upon Amalick, and to kill all 
men, women and children, infant and suckling, 
ox afid sheep, camel and ass, and in his zeal 
f drewed his captive king, the delicate Agag in 
pieces with his own hands; and all the curses 
| ‘of David, can they pe correct, or agreeable to 
} the mind or nature of God, who has command- 
| ed us to bless and curse not—yet these were 
all holy men of God, inspired by the Holy 
‘Ghost, yet it seems they remained in darkness 
‘and shocking ignorance, notwithstanding all 
itheir inspiration. 

But let us come to the new testament, and 
| ‘wwe find the Apostles of Christ, even after the 
f «wonderful effusion of the Holy Ghost, on the 
) «day of Penticost, still remained in the same er- 
} trour as before, respecting the universal exteut 
|. ‘of the gospel of the grace of God. 
| Supposing Christ and the Apostles, sent to 

their nation only, and that it was sin to preach 
| the gospel to any other nation; and the inspi- 
| ration of the’ Holy Ghost did not enlighten them 
at all, and nothing short of a revelation from 
Heaven could'open ;Peter’s eyes; and his 
t .brethren still contended with him, and blamed 
} [him for preaching the.Gospel to the Gentiles, 
} for going in and eating with the uncircumci- 
ssed at Cornelius’ house ; but when he rehears- 
éd and expounded the whole matter to them, 
} then their eyes also were opened, aud they 

said with wonder, then hath God also to the 
| Gentiles granted repentance unto life ; but this 
‘was not effected by inspiration ; but by Peter’s 
| instruction : which I think is conclusive testi- 
mony, atid we must admit that inspiration has 
no influence, directly on the head, knowledge, 
moderstanding, or judgement; but on the af- 
| fections of the heart only, which it warms with 
love-to God and man, and quickers, and infiu- 
ences to faithfulness, as far as light and knowl- 
edge extend. 

And this 1 think will serve as a key, by 
which we can rationally account for all those 
| contradictions between Moses and Christ, be- 
| tween the old dispensation of hatred, wrath, 
curses and retaliation, and the Gospe! dispen- 
sation of love, and good will, of God our Fa- 
ther'to all his family, to all men; Moses und 
the' prophets were ignorant, they did not know 
any better,—I am not disposed to ascribe their 
effours to any thing worse than ignorance—the 
world was then in its infancy—it.was then 
those’ times of ignorance the Apostle says, God 
witiked at; But Jesus Christ has now disanul- 
Ipd ‘this old testament law, of hatred, wrath and 
retaltidtion, which was agaiust us, and has took 
it ‘out'of the way, nailing it to Lis Cross, and 
has ‘intrédaced his royal law of liberty, life and 
love, in ‘its stead. And yet my brethren, the 

greatest pert of professed christian;, even in 
. Fddy, chopse rather to be the disciples 
of Moses, than of Jesus Christ; for it is obvi- 
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ousjgve cannot follow both at once, we cannot 
render evil for evil, and good for evil, because 
these two principles, and practices are in direct 
opposition to each other. 

Now our old testament Saints, school divines, 
orthodox authours and preachers, have been la- 
bouring hard for centuries, to bring these two 
systems into agreement,—to amalgamate, and 
unite them into one rational system of Divini- 
ty; but they have utterly failed in the attempt, 
for they cannot form a union between love and 
haired, blessing and cursing, any more than 
between light and darkness, water and fire, or 
good and evil; but they retain their opposite 
natures still; and instead of patching up an 
agreement, they have if possible, ar ls the 
breach, and set them at greater odds than ever ; 
so that instead of healing, they have inflamed, 
and aggravated the sore, by making an infinite 
addition to the old system of hatred and curses, 
by extending it into future worlds, after death, 
that God our Father will continue full of ha- 
tred to his creature, of frewns and curses to all 
eternity. 

Now this is outdoing Moses, as far as eter- 
nity is longer than time ; for it is evident Mo- 
ses’ curses were all confined to this life, and 
this only, and not a syllable, or hint of future 
punishment; but this our orthodox D. D’s. have 
added: Moses says the disobedient shall be 
cursed in basket and store, and in body and 
mind, with all manner of afflictions, in this life ; 
but our old testament saints, Moses modern dis- 
ciples, have added, that God our Father will 
not only visit all the plagues of Moses on the 
disobedient, but will roast them in fire and 
brimstone, both body and soul, to all eternity ; 
or else give them up to the devil to do it for 
him, whilst he, his heart full of hatred, looks 
frowning on, and will uphold them in existence, 
to endure it to all eternity. 

It seems as though our divines represent 
God as having two opposite natures, one toving, 
the other hateful, they say he has two aspects, 
smiling and frowning, and that I think may be 
two faces. Can one face smile in love, & frown 
with hatred at one and the same time, we can- 
not conceive it to be possible. 

But will not God punish the disobedient ? I 
say yes to be sure he will, and does punish 
them in love and faithfuluess, for their best 

d, and they shall not escape, he will by no 
means clear the guilty ; bat will reuder to ev- 
ery one according 'to his deeds, tribulation and 
anguish upon every soul of man who doth evil, 
for there is no respect of persons with God, and 
our good God and Father will not neglect to 
punish all the disobedient, so long as they con~ 
tinue in disobedience ; but let us always ’re- 
member he does not, and ‘néver will puiifsh’ 
frons'a principle’ of hatred, or to gratify a wiek4 
ed spirit of revenge, or retaliation; to injure or 
harm us. O, no, no, but always in love, as 2 
kind father, with all the father in’ his heart, to 
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yeform us, and make good children of us. “As 

saith the Poet. 

Good is Jehovah in bestowing sunshine, 

Nor less his goodness in the storm and thunder, 

Judgements, and mercies both proceed from kindness, 
, Infinite kindness. 

The attribute of God’s justice, flowing from 
the same beneficent fountain that mercy and all 
the attributes go, the heart and nature of Je- 
hovah, it sweetly co-operates with mercy, in 
effecting the same benevolent purpose, the best 
possible good of the family, of God’s whole fa- 
inily, of every member of it, without partiality ; 
God is no respecter of persons—he has conclu- 
ded all in unbelief, that he might have mercy 
on all; “O, the depth of the riches, both of 
ihe wisdom and goodness of God ; for of Lim, 
aud through him, and to him are all things, to 
whom be glory forever, amen.” 

So then, it seems there will be nothing left 
for the devil, ncither to, nor for him, but he is 
a poor devil—a vile usurper, and has no lawful 
right to any of the children of men, but has got 
into possession, by fraud and lying, has tres- 
passed on God’s property, and God will in jus- 
tive reeover them out of his snares ; for they 
are all God’s property, “ the earth is the Lord’s 
and the fulness thereof,” and he will vindicate 
his right, and recover his own; his justice, strict 
justice calls for it, as well as mercy and good- 
ness, and all his attributes, and let us all say 
amen. Now our modern disciples of Moses 
still eontinue, like their waster, to attribute the 
most malignant principles and practices to Dei- 
ty that ever degraded the human character :-— 
such as hatred to his own children, vindictive 
wrath, wicked revenge, unmerciful cruelty, 
and retaliation ; and these when reduced to 
practice by man, in imitation of this imaginary 
Deity, has been the cause, the sole cause, of 
all the wars and fightings that ever existed, 
which has filled the earth with blood and car- 


nage. 





Whereas if we would be the disciples of Je- 
sus Christ, and like him never return evil for | 
evil, blow for blow, but contrary wise, good for | 
evil, that is if our fellow man injure us, do him 
a kindness, in return for it : this now would be | 
truly God like, and Christ like, just as God our | 
Father, and Christ our brother do by us, and | 
this would at once put a final end to all wars 
and fightings forever—and what a blessed thing 
this would bey—brethren, let us try it—this is 
the very way love, and ness, will finally 
overcome sin, and all evil. 

‘It seems to me, that, in this gospel day, when 
the*kingdom of God has come with such pow- 


er we have vo cloak for remaining Moses’ dis- 
ciples any longer—we. cannot plead ignorance 
as in the old, early dark ages : Our Lord says 

are your eyes, and ears, for ye see and 
hear those things which many prophets and 
wise men desired to see and hear, and did not 
-—again, he says the least in the kingdom of 











heaven (that is the gospel day,) is‘greater than 
John the Baptist, and he was equal to an 

the prophets—that is, the least christian is 

with greater light and knowledge, than Moses,. 
David or Solomon, or any of the prophets. The: 
light of the moon has become as the light of 
the sun, and the light of the sun, seven fold’, 
then let us walk as children of the light and of 
the day. , 

But to conclude: We have already ‘said, 
there is such a radical difference in the nature 
of love, and hatred, that they cannot dwell to- 
gether, in one heart, person, family, neighbour- 
hood or kingdom in peace, but batred will be 
always ut enmity std Jove, as fire and water, 
and the evil principle will continue to rage and 
fight against goodness, until one, or the other 
will be wholly exterminated, for they cannot 


| both stand. 


Now what a ry OA thing—what an aw- 
ful thing it would be, if the evil principle ha- 
tred should prevail, and get the victory over 
Jove and goodness; imagive for a moment the 
principle, natred, having destroyed all love and 
goodness, out of God’s fair creation, wandering 
solitary, in eternity, like the roaring lion, seek- 
ing whom he may devour ; the kingdom of God 
all gone to rack and ruin, desolation, and dis- 
traction ; fur a kingdom thus divided cannet 
stan i—either it, or the evil faction must ulti- 


, mately fall. 


But supposing, a3 our school divines say, this 
evil principle hatred and wrath, shall not whol- 
ly prevail over. all goodness and iove ; but shal} 
only maintain its ground, and divide the king- 
dom, so as to share the greatest part, and thus 
keep up the war and broil, to all eternity, in 
God’s kingdom, in his family, in his presence. 
Now this seems to me would be a miserable, 
disagreeable state of things—why it would be 
worse than an everlasting Indian war, and that 
is bad enough, God knows—O! no, no, God 
forbid ;—yes, my brethren, and he will forbid 
—for blessed be God, we know and are assur- 
ed by the Lord Jesus, and by the word of his 
grace, that love and goodness will ultimately 
overcome hatred and all evil. 

God 1s love, God is Almighty, 
Almighty love can all things do, 

Take sin away, destroy the devil,— 
Kill death and conquer sinners too. 

Yes, my brethren love, love Almighty reigns, 
and will go op conquering and to conquer, un- 
til there shall be no evil left to interrupt the 
peace and harmouy of God’s family forever.— 
And then O, what a blessed family, our great 
and good God and Father will have—every 
heart full, rcnning over, with love, joy, peace 
and gratitude—ligbting up every countenance 
into cheerful smile——and our kind Father smil- 
ing in love on all his happy family—then will 
the Lord God fulfil his promise, he will wipe 
the tears from off all faces, and from every eye, 
AMEN, bate C, 

Troy, Sept. 1829. 









SE 


, Moctick Department. 


GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 





















































‘ 









FOR THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 
AND THEY SUNG A NEW SONG. 
Now begin the pleasing story, 
That will never have an end, 
Sing the love the grace and glory 
S9Of the dying sinner’s friend, 
love’s great Pacific ocean, 
_ How the living fountains spring, 
Watering all Gou’s great plantation, 
Making all his creatures sing. 
Sing God’s great high-way completed, 
The labour of Almighty love ; 
Leading from sin and death’s dark regions, 
Up to the blissful climes of love. 
Come dear souls, would you see Jesus, 
Would you view his lovely face ; 
Let me introduce him to you, 
Lead you to his kind embrace. 
See him waiting to receive you, 
Hark, he calls you to his breast; 
Come to me ye heavy laden, 
Weary come I'l! give you rest. 
See the Son of Goa descending, 
From his radiant throne of bliss, 
‘To suffer, bleed and die for sinners ; 
Was there ever love like this ? 


This is Jove that conquers hatred, 
Evil it overcomes with good, 
By this the har-‘lest heart is melted, 
And is reconciled to God. 
Look from earth’s remotest regions, 
Vilest sinner look to him, 
He will give you life eternal, 
Ale will take away your sin. 
See in him the bright resemblance 
Of his father’s glorious face, 
Th’ express image of his person, 
Fall of truth and full of grace. 
God so Wr’'d our world of sinners, 
While-we yet were in our sin, 
He gave his Sou from sin to save, 
And reconcile the world to him, 
From his father’s loving bosom, 
Lo! he visits sirful earth, 
Tle came to seek and save lost sinners, 
Caine to give us the new birth. 
He Wasloved us and will wash us, 
From our sins in his own blood, 
Lead us to the kind embraces, 
Of our father and our God, 
From what source what living fountain 
Flows this love in tears and blood, 
Whence but from that boundless ocean, 
in the bosom of our God. 
From this overflowing fountain, 
The streams of love forever spring, 
Watering all God’s holy mountain, 
Love that makes the angels sing. 
Watering all God’s whole creation, 
» Love that makes poor sinners sing. 
Now the heavenly hosts forever 
Gauze and wonder and adore, 
Love to enemies was nev’s 
Known, nor sung in heaven before, 
First-born-sons of th’ morning never 
Saw so mnuchiof Godbefore. 


|: God ilove; God is Almighily, |. ' ) it 


Almighty love can all things do, |, 
Take sin away, destroy the devil, 
Kill death and conquer simmer, too. 


—— 





| When shall we join the love wash’d—milliona 

Singing round the throne above, 

| Sing our souls away into this 

Ocean of eternal love. C; 
Troy, April, 1829. 
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FEATS OF DEATH. 

I have passed o’er the earth in the darkness of night, 
Ihave walked on the wild winds in the Morning’s 

broad light ; ; 

| I have paused o’er the bower where#the infant lay 

sleeping, . 

And I have leit a fond mother in sorrow and weeping. 

My pinion was spread, and the cald dew of night 

Which withers and moulvers the flower in its light, 

Fell silently o’er the warm cheek in its glow, 

And [ left it there blighted, und wasted and low ; 

1 cull’d the fair bud as it danced in its mirth, 

And | left it to moulder and fade on the earth. 

I paused o’er the valley, the glad sounds of joy 

Rose soft through the mist, and ascended on high ; 

The juirest were there, and I paused in my flight, 

And the deep cry of wailing broke wildly that night. 

I stay not to gather the Joie one to earth, 

I spare not the young in their gay dance of mirth, 

But I sweep them all on to their home in the grave, 

I stop not to pity—1 stay not to save, 





. I paused in my pathway, for beauty was there ; 


j It was beauty too death-like, too cold, and too fair! 
| The deep purple fountain seemed melting away, 

And the faint pulse of life scarce remembered to play; 
She had thought on the tomb, she was waiting forme, 
I gazed, I passed on, and her spirit was free. 

The clear stream roll’d gladiy, and bounded along, 

Vith ripple, and marmur, and sparkle, and song ; 

; The minstrel was tuning his wild harp to love, 

And sweet, and half sad were the numbers he wove, 

I passed, and the ha:p of the band was unstrung ; 

O’er the stream which roll’d deeply, *twas reckless] y 
hung ; 

The minstrel was not! and I pass on alone, 

O’er the newly ruis‘d tarf, and the radely carv’d stone. 


[From the Albany Christian Register. } 
THE AUTUMN FLOWER. 
Its leaves were pale—~e’en stern decay 
Had mark’d the lonely flower ; 
Aad borne its glittering charms away, 
The victims of its power. 
It seemed to mourn its early doom ; 
To weep with anguish sore, 
Searce born, and nurtur’d into bloom, 
Ere its short life was o'er, 
Lone wither’d flower—thy woes bespeak 
The fate of Beauty’s bloom,— 
The gems that deck her dimpled cheek, 
Are trophies for the tomb. 
And such alas! my fate inay be, 
My doom ah! who ean tell ? 
The blast that wakes a dirge for thee, 
, May sound my fun’ral knell. 
Insatiate Death may o’er my head, 
His conquering sceptre wave, 
The leaves that strew thy dying bed, 
May wither o’er my grave. + 
== == — | 
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